DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

similar substantial privileges which were periodically
accorded it.

But the Queen's   scruples were short-lived, and

never again for her own sake or for that of her country

did  they  trouble her.     She revised   her previous

opinions also about never discussing political affairs

with Albert.   From the first she had surrendered to

him as the perfect and adorable husband of Victoria,

but as Queen of England she had shut the door of the

Council chamber on him, and was resolved, as on the

day of her accession, always to see her Ministers alone.

But then it was her mother whom she intended to

exclude, and now within a year of her marriage every

door was open to Albert, and he took part in the

Queen  of England's  affairs  of State as  a matter

of   course.    From    then    until   the   day   of   his

death his  wisdom  was her   constant   adviser   and

her guide.

The Princess Royal throve as a healthy baby
should. Within a month she was too heavy for the
Queen to carry, but Albert was a capital nurse and
she liked being danced in his arms. Her mother's
fond eye saw promise of her Pussie growing up to
be very much like her father, and indeed that was
a most shrewd and perceptive observation if the
Queen referred to Pussie's dawning intelligence.
Within a year of her birth there was another addition
to the family. No Prince of Wales had been born
to the Sovereign for eighty years, and the only dis-
content was Albert Edward's sister, who was not at
all pleased with her brother. The Queen was sure
that everybody, like herself, must fervently pray that
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